
…Torah is acquired with 48 

qualities. These are: 

  

Study, listening, verbalizing, 

comprehension of the heart, fear, 

awe, humility, joy, purity, serving 

the sages, bonding with friends, 

debating with  students, 

tranquility, study of text & context, 

minimizing engagement in 

business, minimizing superficial 

socialization, minimizing pleasure, 

minimizing sleep, minimizing talk, 

minimizing levity, slowness to 

anger, good heartedness, 

trust in the 

sages, acceptance of 

suffering, knowing one's place, 

satisfaction with one's lot, 

qualifying one's words, not taking 

credit for oneself, likableness, 

love of God, love of humanity, 

love of charity, love of justice, love 

of rebuke, fleeing from honor, lack 

of arrogance in learning, 

reluctance to hand down rulings, 

participating in the burden of one's 

fellow, judging him to the side of 

merit, correcting him, bringing him 

to a peaceful resolution [of his 

disputes], deliberation in study, 

asking and answering, listening 

and illuminating, learning in order 

to teach, learning in order to 

observe, wising one's teacher, 

exactness in conveying a 

teaching, and saying something in 

the name of its speaker… 

 

(Avot 6:6) 

Elul Enrichment: 

Sep 14|Elul 23 – Trust in the Sages (Emunat Chachamim)  
"Through trust in the sages comes success." (Sefer HaMidot, Success 1:19) 

 
We all start out needing to learn from somebody, and as small children we natively get this. 
Young children do not often object to receiving instruction for how to do things, nor to 
learning new explanations for things they thought they understood previously. Moreover, 
while no one likes being wrong, children included, they are generally much better at 
changing course with limited resistance when they are shown a better way.  
 

However, at some stage in our lives we become locked in. We reach a point where we either 
decide we know it already, or worse, we conclude it’s beyond our grasp to know. At that 
point, we need more than ever to find a way to recapture childhood adoration for the 
wisdom inherent in our leaders and teachers. We need to find ways to again trust that there 
are sages who can guide us. 
 

The first challenge is figuring out who we can turn to. Who is considered a Chacham (a sage). 
The Ba’er Hetev (OC 571:2) suggests that anyone whose teachings have a proven track record 
of trustworthiness is considered a Talmid Chacham. Such people are those that the Torah 
directs us: “Do not stray from the word that they declare to you, right or left” (Deuteronomy 
17:11), to which Rashi adds: “even if they tell you your right is your left and your left is your 
right.” To have faith in the sages, means willingness to suspend preexisting conceptions, and 
willingness to admit the potential fallibility of the student.  
 

Yet to this, there are also limits.  Rav Dessler (Michtav me’Eliyahu, 4:269) limits trusting sages 
by teaching that the principle does imply infallibility of the teacher. One can still challenge 
and question, but with humility and intention to discover truth, open to the fact that to err is 
human, and teach and student both share such disposition. Rabbi Lipschitz, known as the 
Tiferes Yisrael, says bluntly that trusting everything one hears blindly is the way of the 
gullible who believe everything, but when it is from a trusted source, we give benefit of the 
doubt even when we don’t completely grasp the arguments. (Yachin commentary to Avot 
6:89) Such should always be our approach - trusting while striving to verify; not out of 
mistrust, but for the sake of our own growth through personal understanding.  
 

Worthless man! If you had not seen, you would not have believed.  
(TB Bava Batra 75a) 
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